SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 24 JULY 2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign, and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin-wordpress.com. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 
While the problems experienced by some members accessing the SARL web 
pages are being attended to, an additional channel is now available. To down- 
load the weekly SARL News audio recordings and to listen to, or download 
Amateur Radio Today, log on to www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 

THE SANDTON ARC POWER HOUR TECH TALK ON THURSDAY 
TEN AMATEUR RADIO CUBESATS DEPLOYED FROM THE ISS 

and 

THE SARL HF PHONE CONTEST ON 7 AUGUST 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE SANDTON ARC POWER HOUR TECH TALK ON THURSDAY 


The Sandton ARC Power Hour Tech Talk at 19:00 CAT on Thursday 28 July 
will cover QSO logging... Why, Where, and How. Call-ins will start at 18:45 
CAT and all are welcome. This talk is perfect for all Amateurs or Elmers who 
want to learn more about logging and the modern logging tools or share their 
knowledge and experience. 


Our special guest is well known to many, Noel ZR6DX, the SARL/ICASA guru 
amongst his many other talents. Noel will be showing us, yes showing us, as 
this will be our first ever hybrid Tech Talk, where we use our repeater and 
Echolink channels, together with Zoom. We expect that the talk will cover 
several logging programs, various websites, eQSL cards, and even Logbook of 
The World (LoTW), but part of the excitement is not knowing exactly what 
Noel intends to cover. What we do know, is that it is sure to be interesting. 


Bring along your questions and answers and come and both see and hear how 
best to maximise the benefits of your own QSO logging. Please connect via Zoom 
or the 145,700 repeater or Echolink ZS6STN-R. The Zoom link is available on 
the ZS6STN Facebook page and the SARL upcoming events diary pages. Please 
come and spend the Power hour with us and join the knowledge sharing. 


BACAR 10 


The launch of BACAR 10 is planned for Saturday 8 October from the Trichardt 
Dam Yacht Club near Secunda. What is BACAR? It is a Balloon Carrying 
Amateur Radio. There is an element of ‘roughing it’ with lots of space for your 
tent or caravan with showers and ablutions available and 220 V for your radio. 
Braai facilities are available but bring wood or charcoal. The cost is R40 per 
person per night, but you need to book. Please e-mail secradio@jenny.co.za to 
reserve your spot. 


TEN AMATEUR RADIO CUBESATS DEPLOYED FROM THE ISS 


On Thursday 21 July, during a spacewalk by Samantha Cristoforetti, IZQUDF, 
and Oleg Artemyev, ten amateur radio CubeSats were deployed from the In- 
ternational Space Station. On his website Dmitry Pashkov, R4UAB reports 
that during extravehicular activities (VKD-54), Russian cosmonaut Oleg Arte- 
myev deployed ten Russian small spacecraft (MKA) - SWSU-55 No 1 to 8 
and “Tsiolkovsky-Ryazan 1” and “Tsiolkovsky-Ryazan 2” according to the pro- 
gramme of the space experiment “Radioskaf.” The SWSU series satellites were 
developed at the Research Institute of Space Instrumentation (part of Roscos- 
mos) and radio-electronic systems of Southwestern State University (SWSU). 
Listen to Satellite Update in Amateur Radio Today for more information about 
these satellites. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE AUGUST RADIO ZS 


The Editor is awaiting articles from the VHFers and Clubs for the VHF and 
Above and the Club columns. Also, Afrikaans articles are most welcome. Send 
your contribution to radiozs@sarl.org.za 


CLUB NEWS 


The 2022 Diary of Events shows that on Saturday 30 July, the Pretoria ARC is 
holding another of their Flea Markets. Unfortunately, the News Team has no 
further information, please contact the Club for more detail. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The RSGB Islands on the Air contest is on the air from 12:00 UTC 
on Saturday to 12:00 UTC on Sunday 31 July with CW and phone 
activity on 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 metres. You will find the rules at 
www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2022/riota.shtml. 


The aim of the SARL HF Contests is for participants to contact as many am- 
ateurs in Southern Africa as possible on the 20, 40 and 80 m amateur bands 
using phone, RT'TY and CW. 


The HF Phone contest will be held on Sunday 7 August and the activity is 
spread over three periods — between 14:00 to 14:30 UTC activity is on 20 metres, 
from 15:00 to 16:00 UTC activity is on 40 metres and from 16:30 to 17:00 UTC 
activity is on 80 metres. You can take part as a Single Operator, Single Radio, 


Single Band station, a Single Operator, Single Radio, All Band station, a Multi 
Operator, Single Band station or a Multi Operator, All Band station. YL and 
Youth stations must clearly mark their logs as YL or Youth. 


A trophy is awarded to the Phone contestant in his or her first year of phone 
achieving the highest score. Candidates for this trophy shall state the date of 
the issue of the licence on the summary sheet. Get all the information on page 
62 in the 2022 SARL Contest Manual and read the General Rules in the Manual. 


Fourteen logs were received for the SARL Newbie Contest held on Saturday 2 
July 2022. This contest is for the new radio amateurs following the May RAE. 
Five of the logs are from Newbies and the other nine are from no more Newbies. 


1st Alyscia le Roux, ZS6ALY — 406 points 

2nd Phillip Fisher, ZS6FY — 279 points 

3rd Ethan Oberholzer, ZU3EO — 131 points 

Twenty logs were received for the ZS5 QSO Party held on Sunday 3 July 2022. 
1st Deon Frazer, ZS5DCF - 136 points 

24 Jan Botha, ZS4JAN - 76 points 

3™¢ Kobus Boshoff, ZS6BOS - 60 points 

PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at low 
levels. There are currently 8 sunspots with simple magnetic configurations vis- 
ible. There is a high probability for C-class and a low probability for M-class 
flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effective 
sunspot number for the week will be around 61. The 15 to 30 m bands will, 
especially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

25 July — The closing date for 80 m Club Contest Logs 

28 July — The Sandton ARC Talking Tech Power Hour 

28 and 29 July — The Delta Aquarids Meteor shower 

30 July — The Islamic New Year and the Pretoria ARC flea market 

30 and 31 July — The RSGB Islands on the Air contest 

7 August — The SARL HF Phone contest 

8 August — A school holiday 

9 August — Women’s Day and the SARL YL QSO Party 

12 August — International Youth Day and the closing date for HF Phone logs 


12 and 13 August — The Perseids Meteor Shower 

13 August — The SARL Youth QSO Party 

14 August — The SARL HF Digital Contest and the closing date for YL logs 
18 August — The closing date for Youth logs 

19 August — The closing date for HF Digital logs 

20 and 21 August — The 25th International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The Sandton ARC Power Hour Tech Talk at 19:00 CAT on Thursday 28 July 
will cover QSO logging... Why, Where and How. Call-ins will start at 18:45 
CAT and all are welcome. This talk is perfect for all Amateurs or Elmers who 
want to learn more about logging and the modern logging tools or share their 
knowledge and experience. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF 
and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower sideband by courtesy 
of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on Monday 
evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proof- 
read by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


